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AP W KRAMATORSK UKRAINE

asserted Saturday
R;h.u its troops and
atist ﬂth:rs had cap

tured a key railway junction in

eastern Ukraine, the second

small city to fall to Moscow's

forces this week as they fought

1o seize all of the country’s con-

tested Donbas region.
R\mnn Defense Ministry

or K

the development might affect
either capabi
Controlling the cn{ would
ive the Russian military a
ﬁmlho!d for advancing on larg-
er Ukrainian-held cities in
Dumlsk and Lubansk, the two
ke up the
ince failing to occu-
p) Kyiv. Ukraine's capital,
Russia has concentrated on
seizing the last parts of the
region not lled by the

8o

said the city of Lyman had been
“completely liberated™ by a joint
force of Russian soldiers and the
Kremlin-backed separatists,
who have waged war in the
eastern region bordering Russia
for eight y
Lyman, which had a pop-
ulation of about 20,000 before
Russia invaded Ukraine on
Teb. 24, servesas a regional rail-
way hub. Ukraine’s train system
has ferried arms and evacuat-
ed citizens during the war, and
it wasn'timmediately clear how

=

separatists. “If Russia di:? suc-
ceed in taking over these areas,
it would highly likely be seen by
the Kremlin as a substantive
political achievement and be
portrayed to the Russian peo-
fying the invasion,”
Ministry of Defense
aturday assessment.

Fighting  continued
Saturday around
Sievierodonetsk and nearby
Lysychansk, twin cites that are
last major areas under
Ukrainian control in Luhansk

emv(na. Uknainian President

Zelenskyy refterat-
ed that thz suuauon in the east
was “difficult” expressed
confidence his country would

prevail.
"I mmmmnk that
Stevierodonetsk will

be the(rs, |he are wi
Donbas wil {Jkulnhn".,'"#e

said.

On Tuesday, Russian troops
took over Svitlodarsk, a small
municipality south of
Sievierodonetsk that hosts a

thermal power station, while
intensifying efforts to encircle
and capture the larger city. The
governor of Luhansk warned
that Ukrainian soldiers might
have to retreat from
Sievierodonetsk to avoid being
surrounded. The advance of
Russian forces raised fears that
residents would experience the
same horrors as people in

ort city Mariu
gnl'orc it fell.
s mayor,
aid Priday
ivilians have
died there during the war,
including from a lack of med-
icine or because of diseases that
could not be treated while the

southeastern
in the weeks

war,
Sievierodonetsk was home to
around 100,000 people. About
12,000 to 13,000 remain in the
city, where 90% of the buildings

are damaged, the mayor told
The Associated Press. Ukraine's

police force said Saturday after-
noon that the city is "under con-
stant enemy fire” and civilians
were wounded, but did not
specify the number,

Just south of
Sievierodonetsk, volunteers
worked to evacuate people
Friday amid a threatening
soundtrack of air raid sirens and
booming artillery. AP reporters
saw elderly and ill civilians
bundled into soft stretchers
and slowly carried down apart-
ment building  stairs in
Bakhmut, a city in northeast
Dor province.

Svetlana Lvova, the man-
ager of two buildings in
Bakhmut, tried to convince
reluctant residents to leave but
said she and her husband would
not evacuate until their son,
who was in Sieverodonetsk,
returned home.

“Ihave to know he is alive.

at’s why I'm staying here,”
, 66, said.

Anearly three-month siege
of Mariupol ended last week
when Russia claimed the city's
complete. The city became a
symbal- of mass destruction
and human suffering, as well as
of Ukratinian determination to
defend the country. More than
20,000 of its civilians are feared
dead.

Mariupol’s port reportedly
rE\umtd operations after
Russian forces finished clearing
mines in the Azov Sea off the
once-vibrant city. Russian state
newsagency Tass reported that
a vessel bound for the southern
Russian city of Rostov-on-Don
entered Mariupol's seaport early
Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian
navy said Saturday morning
that Russian ships “continue to
block civilian navigation in the
waters of the Black and Azov
" along Ukraine's southern

“making then a zone of
ities.”

Protest seeking resignation of

PTI @ COLOMBO

A< the ongoing anti-Government protest
the resignation of Sri

Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
onomic crisis entered its
y said the

ked with more intense
with wider participation.
nka is near bankruptcy and has
hortages of essentials from food,
fuel, medicines and cooking gas to toilet
paper and matchsticks. For months, peo-
ple have been forced to stay m long lines
Sri Lanka's eco-
political unrest
rotest occupying lhe entrance to
sident’s office demanding his res-

demandiny

over the worst

50th day, organisers on Saturda

day would be n

agitation march:
Sri

severe

to buy the limited stoc]
nomic crisis has created
wit

er of the president, to

President Gotabaya

Saturd;

ignation continuing for the past 49 days.
has already forced prime min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa, the elder broth-

There has been an intense call for
resign however, he has refused to do so.

marks the 50th day of the "Go
Rajapaksa” protest which has also seen the

Lankan Prez enters 30th day

the re

resign on May 9.

Rajapaksa 1o also
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Extract of Audited Financial Resuits (Standalone) for the Quarter and Year Ended

death of a parliamentarian.
The Sri L.
sions used force to control the unrest.
“The continuous protest demanding
gnation of President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has reached its 50th day today.
The day is to be marked with protest
marches with wider participation,” the
organisers said. The action started on April
9 when protesters walked into the

naming it GGG 'Gota Go (mm;: (villu
A reference library, a th
dium with cultural .\ml rellg

nkan police have on occa-

ar

Galle

Face promenade central Colombo and

c1mp¢d there blocking the entry gate to
Rajapaksa’s presidential office.

They expanded activities at the site by

ge.

Palestinians:
Teen killed by
sraeli fire

AP W JERUSALEM

he Palestinian Health
Ministry said Israeli forces
shot and killed a teenager on
Friday during an operation in
a town near Bethlehem in
e occupied West Bank.
The ministry identified
the slain teen as Zaid
Ghunaim, 15, It said he was
wounded by Israeli gunfire in
the neck and back and that
dactors fatled to save his life,
The death raises to five the
number of Palestinian
teenagers killed during Israeli
military operations in the
West Bank in the past month.
sraeli-Palestinian vio-
go has intensified in recent
with near-daily arrest
n Palestinian-adminis-
Rareas of the West Bank
and tensions around a
Jerusalem holy site sacred to
both Muslims and Jews.

Police inaction moves to centre
of Texas shootlng investigation

he actions — or more

notably, the inaction — of
a school district police chief
and other law enforcement
officers moved swiftly to the
center of the investigation into
this week's shocking school
shooting in Uvalde, Texas.

The attack that left 19 chil-
dren and two teachers dead in
a fourth grade classroom was
the nation’s deadliest school

shooting in nearly a decade,
and for three days police
offered a confusing and some-
times contradictory timeline
that di public anger and
frustration.

By Friday, authorities
acknowledged that students
and teachers repeatedly begged
911 operators for help while the
police chief told more than a
dozen officers to waitina Inll
way at Robb Elementa
School. Officials said he

belleved that the suspect was
barricaded inside adjoining
classrooms and that ¢ ‘:kwu
no Inn;er an active att
The chief’s decision - and
the officers' apparent willing-
ness to disectives
against established active-
shooter protocols - prompted
questions about whether more
lives were lost because officers
did not act faster to stop the
unman, and who shourd
eld responsible.

e delay in coufmnung
the shooter - who was e
the school for more llmn an
hour - could lead to discipline,
lawsuits and even criminal
charges against police.

“In these cases, I think the
court of public opinion is far
worse than any court of law or

rtment adminis-
id Joe Giacalone,
a retired New York police
sergeant.
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